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The Raint,,)\Of 00n,... "c-:.ion 
j •• ' Y.ol~me , H\I11l ;;>c.>:: 6 l" lc,""i: ~ ;: 1981 
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' Individual opInions expressed. here in do 
:ho't 'n (~ce3sarjly expr"'ss those of N. A. as 
a whole , 
,we .wel come your story. artIcle, . or\ pers
'p~c't tve r,.?latlng . to recovery in :NarcotI cs 
Ario,pymoun, Sen!. to: ' :~ . 

', -.; 

. ' Rainbo¥ Connection 
, ' ," B9l),'l . " . ," 

, At .; c .. u La Rd. 

COPY,.. l t:,ht 1')13 1 Atlanta .Area ~;erv l ce 
Comm it ! t"l '~ 
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. ,'. <><, _ . .. ... ~ :~!t'. '" ..... '~ ...., . ~;: ... ;r ' 
. . . i::, '·t · ~ I :·:t-:r~· ~ 

. ~~Hi~::~~~~bhO;E:'; ':' h.:·:·.~f;tl.·; ·. ~~~~~it' ' .. 
MarIetta, Qa. JOO6O . ...... .. " . ... . :'\~:.. . ," "I ~"'",!{ ";'.' 

• . .. ,""1'.C ) . ..' i; .. : .. . . ~ .. . ;-~.~-.-~ ... . 

De~e s:~:rt:·!~r8SS'~~ d • .p;lJ~.,"~~~~" '; 
cO'acernlng the ["nU1" ot the ftaiBoow " !' 
Connection to appear in the PMt ~1g~t; , 
monthe.We an:.~,ft"lew~ our :t'~C(lrd. in 
an (ltfort to ilill:ntH tbat you redan th'll . 
~.lve loavu. You pa14tor. ., .: 

At preaeni date w& ha'ge anewi) :tormel! 
statf for tb18 publioat!on, s.D4 it will,~ 
be pril'1~ed t.Jn a lIlonthl, basia. Our a nda ';; ; 
do not pft'llll"totteet pri1'ii:1~, so you 0fin " 
expect a love%' print Quality. ' Bove~r,~ :' \:! : 
our e!:t'orte are oriented into pl'olhlC1q & r~ 
high quality oontent publication. . 

At present time OU'X'" sreateat hlndre,.· .,. " 
.nce· 1n compiling 18su~a ,ie the l aak of 
wrt',ten material. We Deed articalea and .. . 
personal 8 tories baaed on reco".ry ex- .',: '. 
perienr-e 1n Narcotics, 4nonymoua. Pleas"'" 
spread .the word in your area ot our n6~d 
for Iofritten material. I Our primary purpoee 
remains, '-, to carry the mesrlage of recovel'Y 
in Nare ~) Ilea A.ilonYIIIGlUS to the addict who 
still suffers, both those old 'and new 
to the ~ellowship. 

Thio ;io a can't be dOlleby just a few, 
and ';Ie need your support. Above all, 
thic is a task of the Spirit. 

i ; 
" .. , . 

In 1,oving Service, 
The P~inbow ~tl~tatr . 

Co ord1nater .. 
Rainbow Connection 

staff 
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A ~lace or Recovery , . _. ,'. 
When 1 got to the fellowship ot NarcQtics 

Anar-ymous, I was nearly ' dead. T " had heavy ex'
pOBure to anotper twelve step program, and was 
w~ll edu cated on the atf.!pe and trad1 tions~What _, 

, I ' waen' t educated o,n wa(~ how . to live.! :, t my :.~ . 
first few N.A. , m,e~t1ngs 1 encountered hc..ppy. .. 
people · who were enjoying life. having fun, c 
and recovering from drug a!!!:Uction·. at the: Bame . 
time" 1 c!idIt't like that .'0', ~tirBt and' remember 
thinking that1t thlnga . til.dl'!t.tcQaa"gh" I would 
go back on r.he otherprogr''!IT!; . ',. , . 

I ' had ; beenteughtaddlction ,. ie not 'l 
pleasant subject, . 'and that it ' w8sn',t su p~ , 
p08~d to be comfortabll . when . itw8e, d.isC '.l 88ed • . · 
Addiction was something . that was talked about .... 
in a dark, smokey room. in a ·1010'. tone -of ' voice; 
These twisted conc~pta nearly led "me (Jut of 
the doors of , the meetings, ., , 

I hung aT'ound awhile ang .- someor thcl1ving 
and ~nj0ying started" to rub . oft ,·on me. I began 
t6 open UP. and ask · for., help. , Then I began , 
:lccepting .some of that.,help .offered to. me. 
Scen, ~ I be,came op~nJllind .ed ·enough to" start. 
trying things the .N.!. way, · .the way people 
at, meetlng'l told .me.After a ,)of.hile, Illy 
meluo.rie.ri. of the re-hab a .nct of my hard- core 
therapi.3t began to. fade, and" new thoughts 0 '[ 
my sponsel', anc.i .. lny new friends and ·mlleting halls 
startfl,j to. l.ak.e til.:' ii' place • .- 1 began to. 1'e<1,. . 
11ze that befng··a do;,'" ·C • • 1nd w'ac , not: a mortal 
sin. I wao not doorn'_' , to ' eternal damnation. 
I began to realiz'~ that a'S far as God i'ti con
cerned·,. the only thing "He ' wan ted was ' fot' me 
to be happy and free.. '.. . 

I C<lme to realizQ' the pr(Jgram is a11< about . , 
freedom. The atepa ' ::tre abou t freedom. ' The-'. t -ra- -, <. ,. 

Iii tiona o1'fer, f,reedo~: 1'or the groups ili1d · the >·" 
groups offel'"·freedo:'!! 'to the i'I'dividl) .~l. 

" , ,: . ,/ 

, .. '~ 
.~ . 

The things I learn in the pr.~zrQm ara $~a1-
able nowharlC elISe. . 1. learn how to fix ~Y'H:l1i" 
on the inside ~o that 1. can live in aoci~ty. 
I do no~ ~&nt to -appear to b~~ an acti~~ , 
product1v~ IIll'>rt>"I!' of soehmy ••• 1 want to BE 
an :;lethe, pzc)~qcttv" member o:t socIety! ' 
I learn to do tid!> 1n the program of NarcoticS> 
Anonymous and by liO other l'tIean!!l. N.A .... or~:~ 
for me , lUI.!! if you <"t',) ltke ~e . 1 t Ilfill w"rl< 
fr.rr yo.) ! 11. teo;"; t,:oi}W':-.'i •. oiIte f<!JXT&nder t o the 
'prOCl;c.:1 of Yl .A. for me to ai;ltl!'t enjoyli~ llf(~ 

," tQ tl~!! fullef;t . I eOl.!ldln ',t e'll:t7.'<tlld~r t o two 
prof, 4'~ ,"~' ::' " ;! ~:'t like I couldn ' t $url'\m~el' $0 
'half a program. 

Whil e there are ~till soee areas that don~t 
haw: Ij l~Ven !l:getings a weok, BOt:~e areas dol" t 
have a~y meetings at all. This is not to say 
the,:,<~ '{tEl lW?I'l '.' b~ a~:v. As a" t~11oW8hlp. wce 
are ;' r-(t •• ~ l l.:g pi'fi'1J1l1{)U!{-u:a.l. l y Q 'the r.".sad [('l" the 
fell~" h~ilY, O in the U. S. alo.n~ i<l oV ll r~h8lfl1hlg 
bu t t v" P.', o:vam is tor those who ~ant It. 

1 am 'd .. l·~,'\ of I!!':e. hlg s,{i<:Ucta dle becau :1e 
they :~ re mi Gi :nfo rmed, misled and misintul'prct']n , 
In the pros ram. of Narcot i c:~ Anonymous, 1 trea t 
my (; ts tn(.r;)l addl ction, my alcohol addi?tlcn. my 
bartll tul'a te addiction. [r.y crJdei;ne add .l cHon. 
etc. 1 al eo treat ~y compul sive ga~bling. ~~ 
overea ting. and my fJbaeaslon wi th !lex. Al l 
tile s" things 3.rc part uf my addictive perS(Hl
ali ty OV1U' whlch I ·run powerless. rt is o.nly 
wnen 1 adrnl.t comple te powerleasne:')s and GU!'
r(mdcr to the proet'~'Tti that I can w tn • . 1Jnttl 
1 {!urrenddr completel.t\i there can only be a 

. tctn~' orar'Y true'-. 
:Page C. Marietta. C.a. 
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A WnDERFUL n,\~I} 
I 1'«'llt!l;l>\~er not being able '\1) ~ tr'~e; tour 

days at won. ""ltd to walk Around and look 
like I V ;!.;3 (lQi;l$ something took a lot·of . 
effort. 
. Toda: when my boss thinks there 18 ~.
thing "llIxor.g" i t I 'm walkit:1( &x"o'iwd tr;1.ing 
t A ~· '''.r~'' c., ·.·.'·. v "" "> rim d"'ln" h&. -" ·""' '' 't ¥ v.- ". v'" . . ...-..,..' .'"' ..... ~."oJ b, W 1:;0' ~ ';J . .J _ . .Job. • 

knew aaQu~ tA~ time when that was ~ll I 

. . -,. 

.. .. '. 

could do . . .. . 
l: g~t. c;::1; twice as muoh YOn t,,,c.?.;,:, \Of Hill 

half th<: ef .ftirt • . . Adolj,uc\, y it; iii '<I'7.l': ..... \ .,cl'ul 
place for a reoovelifing &idiot to !;~ . YhEm 

:'1 no lot/gar nc;:-d to be perl'e~tf and de >?'fW" . ,. 
thing bettuthan eV0ryone <91811. ar.td :Un l 

.> up to .neryou!'iS uxpectationlll in add! tion to ; 

1
1 my own, I becc21~ frel!> .trom a Main of rt:t pam. t 

and am requir~d to do only that which 1 c~ 
. John H •• Harlet ·,a. · Ga. 

f A~t:;r:;? .. ;~C':J"'RS 
Last nill:~ -i; f};"tf;T tl '-} :>!,~·::;ting. 80me of iIs 

went out .f G;': '-~_'.i 'j:. ~~3·:: n .~ <ll'{;' 'S '} t; arO\l~0 3nd 
talked ;,\).;.h w"' j' ~"" '''' "'~! c.":,,...·., .,.:,; ·"r.y. .. ~ . ...., .... ~ ~_ .... . v .... · ..... ~~1 ... ~ .. ~ ... , JI>:>~'< J~··_ 'U ..... ..:.' L"$ .J,." .. ' .... l:"lW,i 

hour. I ;l' rr ~, can't gllt en(n"gh 1"P Gtl 7Iil ' Y out 
of an hou;' :;,dzht ., Occal3it!naJly .... hen I . 
leave a r .. <~;;"~ ;;lF J not! ' t. 1'(-101 th.l1. lll\i Ch bet.ter. 
r mean, 1 ite does n o t "tart and. stop ... i th 
just 1'ne hour a ni ght. I feel I have to share 
my ~J(per.l.cnc e, 6trcllg U, and hope, my eve!'Y . 
wald.ng hour. I also need other!! to share these 
$a;)1~ thing!! with me an muph a c p068ible. 1 , 
don't think I.'m th., (,n ty une who .feelt'· and weeds 
the love and closer," I, e 1 experience at the aftet 
me~ting meetlr~a. . 

, 

,. 

J.,ye H •• Marietta, G: ... . .~ .... , ~; . 

J.ige 

I 

I 

.. j 

The Best Part of the Meeting 
"Our · ·Pather. who art in heave·n ..... , It was 

suggested to me as we held hands to sa, the 
Lords Prayer • . instead ot bolting my head to 
look at he others in the room~ 

As ·the ,",ords "Our Father ••• " came from 
my lips, deep emotion came .from my heart. 
I saw my [piends joined together as OllonaIi.d 
felt the Spirit, fbat had offered us all an' 
escape froID' the. self induced hell of addiction. 
I aaw friends" who, . I had come to love in 
this program, . III)' . very special friend.e. 
Those . special friends. ·" .. ho I really hoped 
would . it. I saw 80!!!e whci I had sponeered. 
who had unknowingly sponsered me.. I .. Stl:w one 
who was embarraesed because he didn't know 
the words of the prayer well enough, and I 
remembered roy own d iacoln.fort at 'my first 
mee~lng. 1 saw those who I had judged as 
losera making it. despite my pred1.ctions,. 
I sa .... t.hat some of my predicted winners 
waren I t there at all. . I looked further and 
sa .... some I had reB~nted and tall<edabout 
behind the:ir backs • . 1 ,felt ·Sha.1Jfl at my impure 
?cart in the p.resence of. God. As I prayed, 
'; knew He loved us all as one. as a loving 
r n ther loves his family. I ·fel t 11.11 this 
from only two words, "Our .Fat.hcz' .. ·• 

A Member in Ohio 

Grateful Member 
As 1 look back. on my many memories in this' 

fellowship, . I can see the ·'pain, · the sorro"",, 
ttle joy ·that lead into t.he person I am today. 

PAGJ': 
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In 'tpy using days I ·waeccnstantfy ti71ng ~o . 
e :3C8.r.:~,; f:"",>;! m'J S:r.i<;r,.d., we:''l rew. The ones ' '. 
I c'u'6. ·h!'tv., . !'~:l~ been ifuroug}J: the j:llle and • 
1·' ~' " "'·;'.r •• ,,~ .... · ~t"· · ~·,~ ~'t ,.,", "".,..., ~l ;"Bt . . '. C.;;: .Jht.; ..::. .;.,_ ... ~ .. ..,.~ ~_ ;'A .. . "".,... : .. ." .. _~; .'Ioot_ .... . &. ~ 

IIl6 ljt.!:'lg I ca~ :t·@3r.l7:; !'r!)y·.s;ing ba~i.l3e I ' kn" 
It}:a:;:-2 .,j·:.C!h ' i~lJ eve::ryo:)i! ct you .,pc;:cple 'had : . 
be !!t:~r ~'i1i ]? ".-;. 't; . the ' f:t~~ Z'IlI:;'!l:th ·· 1 k lMl'il . you ' .. 
llIU '1'f r .£/ ":'<n .r " ,z:.l£i in :th1s f;)llovehip '" . No~ 

. . . 

afte-: :t'" }}';l ine :l.;cound . tor two years , ', 1811 see- . .~ . 
11'.g ath:'):!'.., g:rowthrough repeated coll!rontatioD : 
wi t h ::';$1.111 ti. r would l!!tU ·to . tbankall ~h. 
pti<l,'le in this fellowship ,tor their help and ', .. 
e!ln·:l\ll.~g~!Ilent. Without you , LWO\lldn' t have '. 
llIa:!a it. ,.' "" ' . . . .. :.: .. ": " 

" -: Shiela . Marietta, '. Ga.. . •... ',' "'. ' . . .- , . 
:'\ "', :. ' .. ' 

creative Corner 

-Miracle of' loove 
To pe loved. 18 to know 

. happine,~s and contentment·. 
To give lovit· Is· to know , . 

_ :1.. _ .. 

the joy of sharing onesel!. . 
It 1s through the miraele of . love; , . " .. 

·that ' we discover the fullness ot life. 
'.', .. Jusie .Marietta, Ga. ' , 

: ' . 

. ... '; Character': . : . .' 
Character like fine lane; : . . ' 

weaves a pattern on each face. 
What we do and what 'We tll:ink; ,,', '. 

leaves its imprint jus t l1ke ink. 
If we £.ill our lives with hate; 

ugliness w111 be our tate. 
If we give Oqt love and chear: 

linea of beauty will appear. 
Anonymous 
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\. . Th~ldn.g :Ot· · '-'Oday ~; »,.,, :: . . 
. . I.e !'I 11. hezoe .11'4 blitd ,alOD.fI. :'lpo~1.:t" on . 
ciays !on.past • . ; ,On allot-th. 't'rlft4d:1p ' I 
ban fotmd~ !lP~1'\;O Go4 to '1$. tholill~t. · 

. And though my d@teots. t hey b". man)" .1 h9.pt? . 
that God will malut!l;hel'l1 few.· " '~ra1.n., ,thQUpta 

'. God. "not . -on lII~t ' just keep .,my 'thol.!p-te on " 
lovln" ·y.ou ~·" .i ,, : ' , . " . 

~' Danny V. fI,drlet'ta, " Ga.; \. . 
. :.. ...• '. . " ; .... : -.:;., ,. .. .• . ' .. :. .t.. .' .. . '. " \~. .-

'Regional :Se,rvice . R.epre&\)M1;in . Rc~ort . ' . 
i . As \1I~&ll know there ie "'lot gQing: ,on 111 '" 
prepa+~J.UQn t'o-r ,.thu, Sout.h.~ Regi~n~l OonYlIn:-:: 
tion h!lH in; AUan:ta. , : !l't>b. 25th - 26th; " ' " 

!/ DeP. ~ 12th.~' . : 'tJ;ee ; ; ~.l'Iill!i!5g · l'ar:ty; , it!,, ·.; . 
aeked' thli~ ' thc.l!o in attendance br in& 8()~. type,.> 

, otornamtmt for the tri!!fI. '.' '. ' ,~. ' .:. '. , ::.:: .• ' 
; Doo. }1st ••• Re1<ls Y!ars.' Eve ' parir. :':: . " , > 

Both t heee f unctions '>1.:.11 0001 h~lJ ,:",", ~wl' ..... ' 
-- "lilgblamf- (Uub. Al.l a..-e y&l'Oti!iI6 tti ·at-tar.d. . :: 
r: The nut roe&Ung of the Southeastern c~n-

. t:ral R&gion SCr1fio& Co mm itt 66 . ... nl, be b<.'Jl ,:" '. 
Jan. 19th. 1982-,. ak7 ~ >;(} ;Po M.. at · t lUl HiPil,il:ud . 
oo.ub. All a re welcome . to at'te~d . ... . : " , . 

We sUll need 'peep]r! to .. be .on '~he :pho.n~ ~ 
BnS',Hn:i ng servi ce iii t:h.i • .B ~·r(la. ··PU~afle .: :: ',:' 
contact. Memphl,.8 .Mik,e •.• • • 43.5-7.253 lco.r. morle) . 
inf ormation. ;.' .," " . 

Tile Marietta Area . S.~ice Go~~m1ttee \,.rill 
.1 meet Dec. 4th at 10:00 P.M. at t he Rising . . 
4 . Sun Clubhouee. " . . . ' .. . ' . ., " 
I out of State; , . " . " . . . 

. .;. Yo ungstown, , 0\1.10.. Dec. 18th,.; ··ltl'f, ·'& .?PUI ;:.'· ' 
"; . 12 step Retreat We0kend, cost i B.,3S0/X) reS:i,s--
';1 tratlo11; ' :.enclpd~a f.ood &, sUeping · pl!1~e. ::. " 

Contact · pffrspns are: . , . . . '>, . . " . '. ' " 

~:;~ s. g1i~>,~~;;~~~9 <' .. j . " . 
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.... ~', To i'hink Oil 
In opening IIlP to others" 

see more of uUTselves. 
we begin t~ 

Act~~nis the root of thieprogram. 
there 18 nOl!lubsti tote • . , 

A man hears what he wants to hear and 
d iregard 8 the reat. 

and for ths.t reagon we often lilies wha~ . 
1e haitig aaid. 
Love 1s a two way street, 

I get none until I gi ve some, 
The program doeon' t work when, we adapt it 
to our lives. 

we have to adapt our l1ves to the program. 
Only when ''<f. reach out for help. ' 

can we be help&d. 
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